Multiple copies of KIR 3DL/S1 and KIR 2DL4 genes identified in a number of individuals.
Multiple copies of the killer immunoglobulin-like receptor gene, 3DL/S1, have been identified in certain individuals. Additionally, allele determination of the killer immunoglobulin-like receptor gene (KIR), 2DL4, has identified three alleles of this gene present in these same individuals. This event has been confirmed by isolating three distinct KIR2DL4 allele clones in each individual, which sequenced as the alleles identified by the allele identification technique. It is our assumption that an unequal crossover event has occurred between differing KIR haplotypes resulting in the duplication of the 2DL4, 3DS1/3DL1 genes on the newly formed haplotype(s).